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Table 1. Officer Characteristics for Criminal Arrest Cases for Drug-Related Crimes 
from 2005-2019 (N= 1,700)

METHOD

An Exploratory Analysis of Drug Arrest Cases Among Police Officers
Nikolas King, Eric M. Cooke, & Philip M. Stinson

Bowling Green State University

Few studies have examined offender characteristics, conviction outcomes, and 
employment outcomes of officers who have engaged in drug-related crimes. This 
study explores drug-related criminal arrest cases committed by non-federal sworn 
law enforcement officers. The purpose of this study is to explore and describe the 
characteristics of police officers who have committed drug-related crimes. This study 
uses data involving criminal arrest cases from 2005-2019 from the Henry A. Wallace 
Police Crime Database (N = 18,032 criminal arrest cases within N = 14,722 officers) to 
examine the individual characteristics, offense characteristics, criminal case 
disposition, and employment outcome characteristics of officers who have 
committed drug-related crimes. Results of this study can be used to implement 
better drug policies within police organizations and better how drug use and drug 
crime appear differently in police populations.

The data for this project were collected as part of a larger research project on police 
crime. The data were compiled from multiple news sources and court documents 
from the years 2005-2024. The news sources used for this project were primarily 
discovered through Google News  search engine and Google Alerts  email update 
service. For this project, data were restricted to criminal arrest cases of nonfederal 
sworn law enforcement officers who were arrested for drug-related crimes from 2005-
2019.

Support for this project was provided by the  
Wallace Action Fund of Tides Foundation. 
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Figure 4. Criminal Case Disposition by Drug Class for Criminal Arrest Cases Involving Drug-Related 
Crimes
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Figure 2. Drug Classes and Duty Status for Criminal Arrest Cases Involving Drug-Related 
Crimes
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Figure 3. Employment Outcome by Drug Class for Criminal Arrest Cases Involving Drug-Related 
Crimes
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Narcotics Depressants Stimulants Hallucinogens Cannabis Steroids Inhalants Combined

n  (%) n  (%)
Race  Years of Service

White 979 (57.6)  0-5 390 (22.9)
Black 231 (13.6)  6-10 278 (16.4)
American Indian or Alaskan Native 1 (0.1)  11-15 247 (14.5)
Asian 10 (0.6)  16-20 172 (10.1)
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 7 (0.4)  21-25 76 (4.5)
Missing 472 (27.8)  26-30 31 (1.8)

Gender  31+ 16 (0.9)
Male 1584 (93.2) Missing 490 (28.8)
Female 116 (6.8) Duty Status

Type of Agency Off-duty 734 (43.2)
Primary State Police Agency 51 (3.0) On-duty 966 (56.8)
Sheriff's Office 428 (25.2) Rank
County Police Department 63 (3.7) Officer/Deputy/Trooper 1252 (73.6)
Municipal Police Department 1096 (64.5) Detective 140 (8.2)
Special Police Department 47 (2.8) Corporal/Sergeant 146 (8.6)
Constable 11 (0.6) Lieutenant or higher 162 (9.5)
Tribal Police Department 2 (0.1)
Regional Police Department 1 (0.1)

DISCUSSION
Drug Class
• Stimulants and narcotics were the most common drug of abuse classes involved in criminal arrests of police officers for drug-related crimes. This could be due to the higher prevalence and visibility of these 

substances, potentially making officers more susceptible to involvement. It may also reflect broader patterns in the general population, where stimulant and narcotic use is more common, increasing the chances of 
these drugs of abuse appearing in criminal cases. 

Duty Status
• Arrests involving stimulants and cannabis occur more frequently while officers are off-duty, indicating that drug use among police officers may predominantly occur outside of work hours. 
Employment Outcome
• The most common employment outcome for arrested officers across most drug classes is termination. This pattern reinforces the severity with which law enforcement agencies respond to such incidents. However, for 

certain drugs like hallucinogens and inhalants, there are instances where officers retained their positions, which may indicate variability in agency responses based on the drug class or context of the arrest.
Criminal Case Disposition
• Conviction rates across drug classes are high, especially for stimulants, depressants, and combined drug cases, highlighting that most arrested officers face legal consequences for drug-related crimes.

Figure 1. Drug Classes for Criminal Arrest Cases Involving Drug-Related Crimes 
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Sheet1

		Table 1.  Case Dispositions (N = 97)

				n		(%)						n		(%)						n		(%)



		Conviction								Non-Conviction								Pending

		Total Convicted		34		(35.1)				Total Non-Convictions		42		 (43.3)				Total Pending		21		(21.6)



		Jury Trail		18		(18.6)				Jury Trial		22		(22.7)

		BenchTrial		0		(0.0)				Bench Trial		9		(9.3)

		Guilty Plea		16		(16.5)				Dismissed by Prosecutor		6		(6.2)

										Dismissed by Judge		4		(4.1)

										No True Bill		1		(1.0)








Sheet1

						Frequency 		Percent

				V129  Heroin		167		9.8		Opioids

				V130  Morphine		21		1.2		Opioids

				V131  Hydrocodone		155		9.1		Opioids

				V132  Hydromorphone		8		0.5		Opioids

				V133  Oxycodone		194		11.4		Opioids

				V134  Codeine		16		0.9		Opioids

				V135  Other Narcotics		169		9.9		Opioids

				V136  Gamma Hydroxybutyric Acid		5		0.3		Depressants

				V137  Benzodiazepines		61		3.6		Depressants

				V138  Other Depressants		42		2.5		Depressants

				V139  Cocaine		471		27.7		Stimulants

				V140  Crack		76		4.6		Stimulants

				V141  Amphetamine / Methamphetamine		184		10.8		Stimulants

				V142  Methylphenidate		2		0.1		Stimulants

				V143  Other Stimulants		14		0.8		Stimulants

				V144  MDMA & Analogs		23		1.4		Hallucinogens

				V145  LSD		3		0.2		Hallucinogens

				V146  Phencyclidine & Analogs		8		0.5		Hallucinogens

				V147  Other Hallucinogens		5		0.3		Hallucinogens

				V148  Marijuana		417		24.5		Marijuana

				V149  Terahydrocannabinol		3		0.2		Marijuana

				V150  Hashish & Hashish Oil		1		0.1		Marijuana

				V151  Testosterone		32		1.9		Steroids

				V152  Other Anabolic Steroids		65		3.8		Steroids

				V153  Amyl & Butyl Nitrate		0		0		 Inhalants

				V154  Nitrous Oxide		0		0		 Inhalants

				V155  Other Inhalants		3		0.2		 Inhalants





Frequency 	V129  Heroin	V130  Morphine	V131  Hydrocodone	V132  Hydromorphone	V133  Oxycodone	V134  Codeine	V135  Other Narcotics	V136  Gamma Hydroxybutyric Acid	V137  Benzodiazepines	V138  Other Depressants	V139  Cocaine	V140  Crack	V141  Amphetamine / Methamphetamine	V142  Methylphenidate	V143  Other Stimulants	V144  MDMA 	&	 Analogs	V145  LSD	V146  Phencyclidine 	&	 Analogs	V147  Other Hallucinogens	V148  Marijuana	V149  Terahydrocannabinol	V150  Hashish 	&	 Hashish Oil	V151  Testosterone	V152  Other Anabolic Steroids	V153  Amyl 	&	 Butyl Nitrate	V154  Nitrous Oxide	V155  Other Inhalants	167	21	155	8	194	16	169	5	61	42	471	76	184	2	14	23	3	8	5	417	3	1	32	65	0	0	3	







Sheet2

		Years of service and Drug types

				Opiods		Depressants		Stimulants		Hallucinogens		Marijuana		Steroids		Inhalants		Combined		Total

		0-5 Years		78		9		81		5		74		13		0		83		343

		6-10  Years		72		4		63		1		42		12		0		42		236

		11-15 Years		60		7		58		4		36		14		0		37		216

		16-20 years		44		3		47		1		21		7		1		30		154

		21-25 years		24		3		25		0		6		3		0		2		63

		26-30 Years		3		0		7		0		6		1		0		10		27

		31 + Years		6		0		2		0		2		0		0		2		12



Years of Service and Drug Types



Opiods	0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	78	72	60	44	24	3	6	Depressants	0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	9	4	7	3	3	0	0	Stimulants	0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	81	63	58	47	25	7	2	Hallucinogens	0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	5	1	4	1	0	0	0	Marijuana	0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	74	42	36	21	6	6	2	Steroids	0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	13	12	14	7	3	1	0	Inhalants	0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	0	0	0	1	0	0	0	Combined	0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	83	42	37	30	2	10	2	Total	0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	343	236	216	154	63	27	12	







Years of Service



Total	[VALUE]
[VALUE]
[VALUE]
[VALUE]
[VALUE]
[VALUE]
[VALUE]

0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	343	236	216	154	63	27	12	Opiods	
0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	78	72	60	44	24	3	6	Depressants	
0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	9	4	7	3	3	0	0	Stimulants	
0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	81	63	58	47	25	7	2	Hallucinogens	
0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	5	1	4	1	0	0	0	Marijuana	
0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	74	42	36	21	6	6	2	Steroids	
0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	13	12	14	7	3	1	0	Inhalants	
0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	0	0	0	1	0	0	0	Combined	
0-5 Years	6-10  Years	11-15 Years	16-20 years	21-25 years	26-30 Years	31 + Years	83	42	37	30	2	10	2	



Sheet3

				Opiods		Depressants		Stimulants		Hallucinogens		Marijuana		Steroids		Inhalants		Combined

		Officer/deputy/trooper		290		28		310		12		198		51		0		205

		detective		29		3		38		0		21		2		0		16

		Corporal/Sergeant		40		3		29		1		21		5		2		28

		Lieutenant or higher		42		3		35		1		20		4		1		32



Officer Rank and Drug type



Opiods	Officer/deputy/trooper	detective	Corporal/Sergeant	Lieutenant or higher	290	29	40	42	Depressants	Officer/deputy/trooper	detective	Corporal/Sergeant	Lieutenant or higher	28	3	3	3	Stimulants	Officer/deputy/trooper	detective	Corporal/Sergeant	Lieutenant or higher	310	38	29	35	Hallucinogens	Officer/deputy/trooper	detective	Corporal/Sergeant	Lieutenant or higher	12	0	1	1	Marijuana	Officer/deputy/trooper	detective	Corporal/Sergeant	Lieutenant or higher	198	21	21	20	Steroids	Officer/deputy/trooper	detective	Corporal/Sergeant	Lieutenant or higher	51	2	5	4	Inhalants	Officer/deputy/trooper	detective	Corporal/Sergeant	Lieutenant or higher	0	0	2	1	Combined	Officer/deputy/trooper	detective	Corporal/Sergeant	Lieutenant or higher	205	16	28	32	









Sheet4

				Opiods		Depressants		Stimulants		Hallucinogens		Marijuana		Steroids		Inhalants		Combined		total

		Municipal Police Department		256		18		275		275		9		41		3		178		951

		Sheriff's Department		105		14		85		85		3		13		0		84		370

		County Police Department		11		1		26		26		1		1		0		6		56

		Primary State Police Department		16		3		10		10		1		4		0		5		42

		Other		13		1		16		0		0		3		0		8		51



total	[VALUE]
[VALUE]
[VALUE]
[VALUE]
[VALUE]

Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	951	370	56	42	51	Opiods	
Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	256	105	11	16	13	Depressants	
Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	18	14	1	3	1	Stimulants	
Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	275	85	26	10	16	Hallucinogens	
Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	275	85	26	10	0	Marijuana	
Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	9	3	1	1	0	Steroids	
Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	41	13	1	4	3	Inhalants	
Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	3	0	0	0	0	Combined	
Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	178	84	6	5	8	


Opiods	Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	256	105	11	16	13	Depressants	Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	18	14	1	3	1	Stimulants	Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	275	85	26	10	16	Hallucinogens	Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	275	85	26	10	0	Marijuana	Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	9	3	1	1	0	Steroids	Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	41	13	1	4	3	Inhalants	Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	3	0	0	0	0	Combined	Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	178	84	6	5	8	total	Municipal Police Department	Sheriff's Department	County Police Department	Primary State Police Department	Other	951	370	56	42	51	





Sheet5

				Opiods		Depressants		Stimulants		Hallucinogens		Marijuana		Steroids		Inhalants		Combined		total

		Off-Duty		182		23		143		3		126		44		2		115		638

		On-Duty		219		14		269		11		134		18		1		166		832



Duty Status



total	[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]

Off-Duty	On-Duty	638	832	Opiods	
Off-Duty	On-Duty	182	219	Depressants	
Off-Duty	On-Duty	23	14	Stimulants	
Off-Duty	On-Duty	143	269	Hallucinogens	
Off-Duty	On-Duty	3	11	Marijuana	
Off-Duty	On-Duty	126	134	Steroids	
Off-Duty	On-Duty	44	18	Inhalants	
Off-Duty	On-Duty	2	1	Combined	
Off-Duty	On-Duty	115	166	

Drug Type and Duty Status

Off-Duty	Opiods	Depressants	Stimulants	Hallucinogens	Marijuana	Steroids	Inhalants	Combined	182	23	143	3	126	44	2	115	On-Duty	Opiods	Depressants	Stimulants	Hallucinogens	Marijuana	Steroids	Inhalants	Combined	219	14	269	11	134	18	1	166	





Sheet6

				Opiods		Depressants		Stimulants		Hallucinogens		Marijuana		Steroids		Inhalants		Combined		total

		Not Convicted		54		5		48		3		48		13		2		28		201

		Convicted		256		26		297		11		157		38		1		205		991



Case Disposition by Drug Type



Not Convicted	Opiods	Depressants	Stimulants	Hallucinogens	Marijuana	Steroids	Inhalants	Combined	total	54	5	48	3	48	13	2	28	201	Convicted	Opiods	Depressants	Stimulants	Hallucinogens	Marijuana	Steroids	Inhalants	Combined	total	256	26	297	11	157	38	1	205	991	







Case Disposition



total	[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]

Not Convicted	Convicted	201	991	Opiods	
Not Convicted	Convicted	54	256	Depressants	
Not Convicted	Convicted	5	26	Stimulants	
Not Convicted	Convicted	48	297	Hallucinogens	
Not Convicted	Convicted	3	11	Marijuana	
Not Convicted	Convicted	48	157	Steroids	
Not Convicted	Convicted	13	38	Inhalants	
Not Convicted	Convicted	2	1	Combined	
Not Convicted	Convicted	28	205	



Sheet7

				Opiods		Depressants		Stimulants		Hallucinogens		Marijuana		Steroids		Inhalants		Combined		total

		Lost Job		9		4		20		0		16		4		0		9		62

		Suspended, Kept Job		62		8		45		0		32		13		2		31		193

		No Action		401		37		412		14		260		62		3		281		1470



Opiods	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	9	62	401	Depressants	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	4	8	37	Stimulants	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	20	45	412	Hallucinogens	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	0	0	14	Marijuana	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	16	32	260	Steroids	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	4	13	62	Inhalants	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	0	2	3	Combined	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	9	31	281	total	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	62	193	1470	







Employment Outcome



total	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	62	193	1470	Opiods	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	9	62	401	Depressants	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	4	8	37	Stimulants	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	20	45	412	Hallucinogens	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	0	0	14	Marijuana	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	16	32	260	Steroids	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	4	13	62	Inhalants	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	0	2	3	Combined	Lost Job	Suspended, Kept Job	No Action	9	31	281	









Sheet8

				Opiods		Depressants		Stimulants		Hallucinogens		Marijuana		Steroids		Inhalants		Combined		total

		Female		33		4		23		1		26		0		0		14		101

		Male		368		33		389		13		234		62		3		267		1369





Female	Opiods	Depressants	Stimulants	Hallucinogens	Marijuana	Steroids	Inhalants	Combined	33	4	23	1	26	0	0	14	Male	Opiods	Depressants	Stimulants	Hallucinogens	Marijuana	Steroids	Inhalants	Combined	368	33	389	13	234	62	3	267	







total	[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]

Female	Male	101	1369	Opiods	
Female	Male	33	368	Depressants	
Female	Male	4	33	Stimulants	
Female	Male	23	389	Hallucinogens	
Female	Male	1	13	Marijuana	
Female	Male	26	234	Steroids	
Female	Male	0	62	Inhalants	
Female	Male	0	3	Combined	
Female	Male	14	267	



Sheet9

				Opiods		Depressants		Stimulants		Hallucinogens		Marijuana		Steroids		Inhalants		Combined		total

		White		270		25		222		6		151		39		3		141		857

		Black		30		2		70		4		40		1		0		54		201

		American Indian or Alaskan Native		0		1		0		0		0		0		0		0		1

		Asian		0		0		3		1		2		0		0		1		7

		Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander		0		0		3		0		2		0		0		0		5



Race of Officers by Drug type



Opiods	White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	270	30	0	0	0	Depressants	White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	25	2	1	0	0	Stimulants	White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	222	70	0	3	3	Hallucinogens	White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	6	4	0	1	0	Marijuana	White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	151	40	0	2	2	Steroids	White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	39	1	0	0	0	Inhalants	White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	3	0	0	0	0	Combined	White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	141	54	0	1	0	total	White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	857	201	1	7	5	
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White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	857	201	1	7	5	Opiods	
White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	270	30	0	0	0	Depressants	
White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	25	2	1	0	0	Stimulants	
White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	222	70	0	3	3	Hallucinogens	
White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	6	4	0	1	0	Marijuana	
White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	151	40	0	2	2	Steroids	
White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	39	1	0	0	0	Inhalants	
White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	3	0	0	0	0	Combined	
White	Black	American Indian or Alaskan Native	Asian	Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	141	54	0	1	0	
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						n (%)				n (%)

				Race		 		Years of Service

				White		979 (57.6)		 0-5		390 (22.9)

				Black		231 (13.6)		 6-10		278 (16.4)

				American Indian or Alaskan Native		1 (0.1)		 11-15		247 (14.5)

				Asian		10 (0.6)		 16-20		172 (10.1)

				Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander		7 (0.4)		 21-25		76 (4.5)

				Missing		472 (27.8)		 26-30		31 (1.8)

				Gender				 31+		16 (0.9)

				Male		1584 (93.2)		Missing		490 (28.8)

				Female		116 (6.8)		Duty Status

				Type of Agency				Off-duty		734 (43.2)

				Primary State Police Agency		51 (3.0)		On-duty		966 (56.8)

				Sheriff's Office		428 (25.2)		Rank

				County Police Department		63 (3.7)		Officer/Deputy/Trooper		1252 (73.6)

				Municipal Police Department		1096 (64.5)		Detective		140 (8.2)

				Special Police Department		47 (2.8)		Corporal/Sergeant		146 (8.6)

				Constable		11 (0.6)		Lieutenant or higher		162 (9.5)

				Tribal Police Department		2 (0.1)

				Regional Police Department		1 (0.1)
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