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Introduction

e Mobile phone’s functions have profoundly
changed to a multi-function media device

e Pew Research Center (2010)

— 26% of Americans read news on their
mobile phones

—43% percent of those under 50 years old are
mobile news consumers

* This study explores mobile news consumption
from the time budget perspective
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Time budget and media consumption
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Time constraint has not been explored by

communication theoretical frameworks

— Diffusion of Innovations Theory (DIT)
* The adoption rate

— Technology Acceptance Model (TAM)
* the time spending on the medium
e the time efficiency

— Uses and Gratifications Theory (U&G)

 The ritualized orientation
e convenience in terms of time management

— The Theory of the Niche

e gratification opportunities
e interstices
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Time budget framework
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Figure 1: Time budget approach for media use behavior
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Research guestions/hypotheses

e Q1. What are the socioeconomic characteristics and time
budget patterns of the earlier adopters of mobile news

service?

o Q2: Is there a significant difference in terms of time
budget between the mobile news users and nonusers?
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R

esearch Hypotheses

e H1: If an individual has a tighter time budget, he/she will
have more mobile news applications on his mobile
devices, controlling for socioeconomic, media
consumption and attribute variables.

e H2: If an individual has a tighter time budget, he/she will
spend more time on mobile devices to get news,

controlling for socioeconomic, media consumption and
attribute variables.

e H3: Time bud

get has more influence on mobile news

usage for the

neople who are interested in political news

than for the people who are not interested in that kind of

news, control

|ng for socioeconomic, media consumptlon

and attribute variables.
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Research Method

o Sample

— A simple random sample of residents in a mid-size
market in the Midwest

— Mail survey from September 15 to November 25,
2011

— The sampling frame for this study was the
market’s resident database

— A total of 215 completed questionnaires were
received, with a response rate of 18.7%
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Results
Table 1: Descriptive of soctoeconomic charactenshes and fime budget patterns of respondents
(ender Age | Household | Edveatton | Work bme | Disposable
oM (hovrs'day) | time
(hoursldzy)
Mobile M| L3 a7 | 23 4p4° 6.70° 4477
NEws Lasds
[n=36) D 045 1369 123 103 3.68 34
Nop-mobile | M | 1.33° 3011° 126° 413° 448° ik
NEWs Laefs
(a=138) sD | 030 1581 112 117 41 140
All M| 138 33.6 233 417 3.06 3719
rspondants
sD| (45 16.89 116 116 41 14
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Results

Table 2: Pearson Correlabon test results of work hme, disposable tme and mobile news usage

Worktime | Disposabletime | Mobtle news | Mobile news vse
applications tme
Work time |
Dizposable ime 45 ¥ |
Mobil2 news applications 2¥¥ LT |
Mobtle news vze ime 1 -1 2% 32 |

Note. * indicates correlation is siznificant at the 0,01 lavel (14ziled); * indicates comelation i
siznificant at the .05 lavel (1-iled),
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Table 3: Predictors of mobile news usage (wotk time as the kev predictor)

hMobile news applications Lobile news wse ime
MModel 1-1 hiodd 2-1 Model 3-1 Model 4-1
Work time 15w= 10 2T7EwE FlEE=
(3.03) (1.79) (3.48) (4.06)
Gender 12% 13# 05 01
{230 2.32) -9 {-17)
Aga - D REEE DR EEE - A - MgEEE
-52%) 4.7 (-5.06) (-3.21)
Income 017 01 09 _06
{25) {20) {-1.67) {-92)
Education DoEEE DTEEE _08 _06
(4.95) 4.28) (-1.38) (-.72)
Total news 07 06 02 00
pes tms (-135) -L15 (349 0
Atl:r:i.hute SR EEE R EEE D EEE DEEEE
rahng (11.97) (1120 (4.2%) (4.33)
Pﬂiﬁt&l o .'|I.1'.' _24:::
(.22} (3.17)
Pszudo B2 22 22 03 03

Notz. WLE method was ssad since the Breusch-Pagan test showed serous heteroscaed ashcity problems
for all regression models . The weight used in the repressions was 1V | & | . The data in the parentheses
wars the t-test valuve for the cosefficiants. The mumber of chsermations was 2135,

Fp 05, ¥ po O], F¥pges D01



BOWLING GREEN STATE UNIVERSITY

Results

Table 4: Predictors of mobile news uzage (disposable ime as the kev predictor)

MMobile news applications Mobile news nse ime
MModel 1-2 MMedd 2-2 Niodal 3-2 NModal 4-2
DHzposable _[QEE* _13%% 23 EEE - 3P FEF
hms (-3286) (-2.87) (-3.58) (-8.12)
Gender 05 09 01 S 13
(1.85) (1.92) (-214) (-2.76)
Ape - 1g®Es _25%E% _47ex 43
(-610) -3.37) (-7.78) (-7.82)
Incoms 01 o2 05 03
C42) (.36) (- 80) (-41)
Education 1g*®% lg#xx 03 04
(5.76) (3.83) (- 49) (-.63)
Total news 03 _i0d 04 -3
uvse Hme
(-.50) (-81) (73 (-0
Attribute ToEEE BEEE 1o 15
rahng (21.38} (1357 {3.35) (3.17)
Folitical news 01 FoEEE
(.21) (5.97)
Drzudo R 22 2 03 05

MNot=. WLE method was ssed since the Breusch-Pagan test showed serious heteroscedasticity problems
for all resression models . The weight veed in the repressions was 1/ | & | . The data in the parentheses
wara the ttest valve for the coefficients. The mumber of chservations was 2135,

Fpel 05, FF pel O], FFFper 0]
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Discussion

* The diffusion of mobile news is still in the early stage

e The mobile news users were constituted by more
females who are younger and have higher education
level compared with nonusers.

* The users had significantly more work time and
significantly less disposable time than the nonusers

o Work time was a significant positive predictor for
mobile news usage, while the disposable time was a
significant negative predictor, controlling for
demographic and media consumption variables

 Political News interest a useful predictor: implications
for election campaign messages p—
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