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Hazing death saves lives

Stone Foltz’s memory endures through positive change
Brionna Scebbi | Birds iTeam Director

S

tone Justin Foltz lives on nearly a
year after his death through a gift
of organ and tissue donations, a
fund supporting scholarships in his
memory and a foundation calling for an
end to hazing in his name. In the months
since March 7, 2021, people came to know
the kind of person Stone was as his parents,
Cory and Shari; his siblings, AJ and Jersee; his
girlfriend, Maddy Borja; and his friends in his
hometown and college town shared his story.
A sophomore in BGSU’s college of business
and a graduate of Buckeye Valley High School
in Delaware, Ohio, Stone was active in his love
for sports and style. As a former athlete on the
BVHS baseball, basketball and lacrosse teams,
Stone found friendship and belonging on the
intramural fields at BGSU playing football
and basketball. He was pursuing his dream of
owning a fashion business through his studies
at BGSU.
Stone was a big brother. Not only was he
known for looking out for his younger brother,
AJ, and sister, Jersee, he also was a big brother
in the eyes of his late best friend’s sister. In
January 2018, a car accident took the life
of his best friend Jacob “Jake” Richardson.
Richardson’s sister Lexi posted about Stone
while he was hospitalized and being prepared
for organ and tissue donation.
“I appreciate everything you have ever done
for me. When I lost jake you picked me up and
never put me down. You will forever be my big
brother,” her Instagram post read.
Stone was a loyal friend. In the wake of his
death, his friends and loved ones shared how
Stone was the type of person to put others
before himself and show kindness to all those
around him.
“He was the type of guy who would stand
up for others and never faltered. … He didn’t
do what was popular but did what was right,”
Wade McKenzie, Stone’s roommate and friend,
said at the memorial service held at BGSU last
spring.
It is because of Stone’s big heart that his
memory lives on in so many tangible ways.
Scholarship funds raised by those who knew
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him as a close friend and those who only
knew him through his tragic death alike
through a GoFundMe page will go to students
at BVHS. Events through the iamstonefoltz
FOUNDATION serve to bring the message
of intervention, kindness and never leaving
anyone behind to schools. Individuals
honored Stone’s legacy through donations,
promises to speak out against hazing and
other acts of remembrance.
“Thank you for all you have taught me
in your life and death. No matter the time
that goes by I will always miss you,” Borja
wrote in an Instagram post on what would
have been Stone’s 21st birthday, which she
commemorated with a tattoo of his initials.
Across campus at BGSU, Stone’s legacy is
evident. Protests, petitions and policy changes
brought hazing to the front of the conversation
while punishments were doled out to those
who were involved in the hazing that led to
his death. BGSU began taking steps to hold
responsible students and organizations
accountable for not only the incident that
resulted in Stone’s death but any instances of
hazing.
A year later, fraternities Delta Chi and Phi
Delta Theta had suspensions extended for
repeated alcohol abuse and other hazing
charges, some of which occurred while the
organizations were already under suspension.
Throughout Ohio, Stone’s story — as shared
through his family — made countless people
aware of the destruction that hazing can bring.
The momentum created by the Foltz family,
along with the foundation for anti-hazing
legislation that began after Ohio University
student Collin Wiant’s death, resulted in the
passing of the Ohio Anti-Hazing Act. Collin’s
Law makes hazing a felony and requires
hazing education for college students.
“There are no words to describe the pain
we have each day missing Stone. We love and
miss you so much Stone! You continue to
live in our hearts and your senseless death is
helping others and saving lives. We will never
stop fighting until hazing is abolished and will
continue to spread our story on who Stone

Total chapters
currently active
at BGSU

“There are no words
to describe the pain we
have each day missing
Stone. We love and miss
you so much Stone!
You continue to live in
our hearts and your
senseless death is helping
others and saving lives.
We will never stop fighting
until hazing is abolished
and will continue to
spread our story on who
Stone was.”
— Shari Foltz —

S T O N E F O LT Z ’ S M O T H E R
was,” Shari Foltz wrote in a Facebook post.
As everything Stone stood for lives on a year
after his death through shared memories,
charitable actions, anti-hazing policies and
individual commitments to spread kindness
to others, Stone will never leave those who
love him. Last academic year’s Undergraduate
Student Government President Harrison
Carter expressed this sentiment at the
memorial service held at BGSU last spring.
“As we grieve, I hope we can find peace
in knowing that Stone will never truly be
gone. Our connections and relationships we
build here are what make us human, and
the memory of Stone will not cease with his
passing.” n
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Under Collin’s Law, hazing sentences
in Ohio can carry up to 9 to 36 months
and up to $10,000 in jail time.

At least five Pi Kappa
Alpha members
nationwide have
passed away due to
hazing since 1976.

PHOTOS BY BRIONNA SCEBBI

About 75%
Of students involved in social
fraternities and sororities have
experienced hazing events
nationwide
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Falcon 4 News

NATIONAL NEWS:

Abigail Muth | Reporter

LOCAL NEWS:

STATE NEWS:

BGSU Firefly Nights

Ohio men awaiting
death sentence

After a two-year break, the City of Bowling Green is bringing
back the Firefly Nights festival this summer on Main Street
in June, July and August. The pandemic caused this festival
to temporarily shut down, but it is back this year with free
children’s activities, kid zones, local vendors, restaurants and
more, according to an article in the Sentinel-Tribune.

Russia ready for
Ukraine invasion

Due to a shortage of the correct lethal drugs used in the death
sentence, Governor Mike DeWine has delayed the execution
of three Ohio men for an additional three years. DeWine has
addressed the issue of pharmaceutical supplies being hesitant
to create the drug for the safety of other Ohioans. As lethal
injection is the only method of the death sentence that Ohio
carries out, DeWine is waiting on the pharmaceutical suppliers
to provide the needed drugs according to The Columbus
Dispatch.

Covid-19 in Ohio wastewater?
Ohio wastewater treatment facilities have been checking sewage
for traces of Covid-19. Dayton, Greene, and Montgomery
counties have joined the Ohio Coronavirus Wastewater
Monitoring Network in order to check the excrements which can
show Covid-19 in both symptomatic and asymptomatic people.
According to the Dayton Daily News, these calculations are
extremely accurate, when samples of the wastewater are taken
automatically, and can predict the week’s cases almost seven
days ahead.

BG algae blooms

PHOTO COURTESY OF NASA HQ

Bowling Green is dedicated to keeping harmful algae blooms out
of the city’s water and is preparing to spend $288,288 this year
toward replacing the water treatment plant’s reverse osmosis
membranes. These membranes are critical for providing the
barrier for removing contaminants and need to be replaced
every five years. Director of the City’s Public Utilities Brian
O’Connell said, “The new membranes are more reliable,”
according to an article in the BG Independent News.

BGSU hosts anti-hazing summit
This August, BGSU will be hosting their first ever Anti-Hazing
Summit for all K-12 and college professionals from the state
of Ohio. The University is working with the Ohio Department
of Higher Education and this event will be free for educators
covering a variety of topics, such as prevention education and
strategies to eliminate hazing in schools. According to an article
in the Sentinel-Tribune, BGSU has been dedicated to antihazing efforts after the death of student Stone Foltz last spring.

Ahmaud Arbery’s killers
found guilty
This week, a jury found the men who killed Ahmaud Arbery
to be guilty on all charges. The three men were already facing
life sentences in prison, and have now been found guilty of
interference with rights and attempted kidnapping. They have
14 days to file any post-trial motions. US Attorney General
Merrick Garland was quoted in the CNN live updates saying it
was “racism that fueled them” and that Arbery was “targeted,
chased, shot and killed” while going for a run. The court
adjourned at 10:55 a.m. Tuesday morning.

Biden’s visit
President Joe Biden visited Lorain, Ohio, this week and as
part of the $1 trillion infrastructure deal he signed into law in
November, he is planning to invest $1 billion into the Great
Lakes. “We are investing like never, ever in history,” hee said, and
this deal includes funding for a wide range of projects such as
dredging polluted sediment and restoring wetlands, according
to WBNS-TV.

Ukraine natives in Ohio
Some Ukrainian natives living in Ohio are growing worried for
their families as tensions rise between Russia and Ukraine.
President of the Ukrainian Cultural Association of Central Ohio,
Marianna Klochko, has extended family and friends living in
Ukraine and is worried about their well-being during this trying
time saying “Our pain is mostly psychological, their pain is going
to be much more physical, safety, and economic disaster level,”
according to NBC4 news.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NASA HQ

Pickleball sweeping the nation
Pickleball is currently one of America’s fastest-growing sports.
This quirky game is a mix between tennis, ping-pong and
badminton, and has taken a hold of over 4.8 million players.
Stu Upson, the first CEO of the USA Pickleball Association
said, “We’re still small and scrappy but we’re not so innocent
anymore.” The game has created enough traction to now have
two national professional tournaments. According to NPR, the
number of players has nearly doubled in just five years.

US mask mandates

Wood County Covid-19
According to statistics from the Wood County Board of Health,
there are 14 new Covid-19 cases at BGSU this week and 58 in
the city of Bowling Green. From Feb. 9-15, BGSU has reported
21 new cases including two staff members, five faculty, and 14
students. Within Wood County there have been presumed 29,902
people recovered from Covid-19 and 331 deaths. There have
been an average of 36 new cases per day.

Last week, Russia went back on previous statements saying
they would rescind their troops from the Ukrainian border.
US leaders believe this is another move toward the inevitable
Russian attack of Ukraine according to an article in the AP News.
These troops were originally written off as military actions.
President Joe Biden had agreed to a meeting with Russian
President Vladimir Putin but is currently holding off on the
advice of his officials as the situation gets more hostile.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NASA HQ

As US Covid-19 cases continue to drop, the White House is
considering a new nationwide strategy in order to loosen
guidelines and ultimately move past the pandemic. The new
idea is to let local communities make mask mandate updates
as the numbers in ICU beds change. CDC Director, Rochelle
Walensky, said, “We want to give people a break from things like
mask wearing when these metrics are better, and then have the
ability to reach for them again should things worsen,” according
to an article from ABC News.
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UPCOMING Falcon 4 Entertainment

Your weekly recommendation of a movie, book, TV show and album
Megan Finke | Managing Editor
‘Encanto‘ (2021)

February 23rd - 26th

MORNING IN
MELANIN - BLACK
EXCELLENCE BRUNCH

This is a must-see movie. If you are a Disney fan, you have probably already seen
it, but if not, it’s worth your while. ‘Encanto’ is a sweet film full of colors and music.
The Madrigal family is the focus of the film. Everyone has powers, like Luisa’s super
strength and Bruno’s ability to see the future. The main character, Mirabel, is the only
one without powers. The journey she has is empowering and creative. Mirabel felt
like she had to prove herself, but in reality she didn’t. Even though she was different,
she still found her place in the magical family. The film touches on the importance of
family as a whole through any conflicts. ‘Encanto’ is streaming on Disney+.

Do you think hazing
prevention and education
has improved?

Book:

“I feel like they’re trying to put
a stop to it but at the same time,
people are still going to go around
and do it.”

BTSU - $5/PERSON
// ALL DAY

‘The Book of Mac: Remembering Mac Miller‘ by Donna-Claire Chesman (2021)

Thursday, February 24th

‘The Book of Mac’ is a recent release commemorating the late Mac Miller’s life and
musical career. The book is split up into 11 chapters, 10 labeled with a year, followed
by the album he released. So, the first chapter is 2010: K.I.D.S. My personal favorite
is 2016: The Divine Feminine. This book is full of first-hand accounts from Miller’s
friends. Just about everyone Miller worked with is included in this book. Aside from
the stories shared by Miller’s friends, the author works her own story into Miller’s.
She explains how Miller saved her life with his music and each page gives a personal
experience with particular songs or lyrics. If you’re a Mac Miller fan, definitely check
this out. I was lucky enough to pick up my copy in Pittsburgh, Miller’s hometown.

THINK, PLAY, SLAY:
THE BLACK GAMER
EXPERIENCE
BTSU ROOM 308
// 5:30-7PM
Thursday, February 24th

TV Show:

BIG PLAYGROUND

‘Inventing Anna‘ (2022-PRESENT)

STUDENT REC CENTER
// 8-11PM

This limited series is new to Netflix and was created by Shonda Rhimes. Right off the bat, if
you’re a fan of any Shondaland TV shows, this hits that mark. It’s about a trust-fund, German
heiress named Anna Delvey, born Anna Sorokin, who moved to New York and worked her
way into high society. She planned to open her own art foundation but needed help from
the most powerful people on Wall Street. Anna worked her way up the food chain of the New
York powerhouses to become one herself. But, she is arrested and caught in the middle of a
scam. Is Anna scamming people for their money? A journalist named Vivian Kent picked up
the story for Manhattan Magazine and worked tirelessly on it. The show is about Kent’s story
and the lengths she goes to get it done. The relationship between Delvey and Kent is very
interesting and makes you wonder who Delvey really is.

Saturday, February 26th

THE MAGNIFICENT
BARON
MUNCHAUSEN
MARIONETTE SHOW

Album:

EVA MARIE SAINT THEATRE
// 2PM & 8PM

‘30‘ by Adele (2021)
This album is by far one of my favorite Adele albums. It was released in 2021, comprised of
12 songs. Adele wrote this album during her divorce, to explain to her son what happened
between his parents. The 12 songs vary in tone and length. “All Night Parking” is 2 minutes
and 41 seconds, while the closing track “Love Is a Game” is almost 7 minutes long. Songs
like “Hold On” and “Easy on Me” are emotional songs, as their lyrics are deep if thoroughly
listened to. On the other hand, she also released songs like “Cry Your Heart Out” and
“Oh My God” that make you want to dance and sing along. This album is available on all
streaming services, on CD and on vinyl records.

Tuesday, March 1st

YOUNG WOMEN IN
LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE
BTSU BALLROOM
// 2-5PM
For More Information
on The Arts, Theatre,
Musical Arts, and Other
Events visit the following:
>> EVENTS.BGSU.EDU
>> DOWNTOWNBGOHIO.ORG

ON
THE

STREET

Movie:

EVENTS

PEOPLE

101 Kuhlin Center

Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green, Ohio 43403
Email: andbail@bgsu.edu
Website: bgfalconmedia.com
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KATIE
COLE
FRESHMAN
Forensic
Examination

RILEY
TUCKER
SOPHOMORE
Biology

“I’d say so after the Stone Foltz
incident. I’ve seen more resources
and information provided about
that.”
BRITTNEE
ROURKE
SENIOR
Tourism,
Hospitality,
& Event
Management

“I remember when the hazing issue
was happening last year and it kind
of took me by surprise that there are
even protests on campus. People
really, truly put something together
about the matter, but I guess I don’t
see anything progressive other than
just what was happening at that
specific time.”
SARAH
BRANDON
FRESHMAN
Forensic
Examination

I think they’re doing good on
cracking down with frats, but I
also feel like they need need to
focus as well on sports because
I know hazing is a big thing in
sports as well. And I’ve heard
now a lot of colleges have hazing
issues with sports, so I think they
need to focus not just on frats, but
the school in general.

BG NEWS

bg
news
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LIST 2021
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✔ Go shopping at
Fallen Timbers
Take advantage of the nearby outdoor
shopping mall located in Maumee, Ohio.
The mall is home to 56 stores and services including
the three anchor stores, Dillard’s, JCPenney and
Barnes & Noble.

✔ Explore the Popular

✔ Find a local mural Culture Library
downtown BG
Explore downtown BG
while on the lookout
for some of the murals
painted by BGSU
students and alumni.
Snap a pic or take a
selfie with your favorite.

Get a taste of American popular
culture by visiting the Ray and
Pat Browne Library for Popular
Culture Studies. It is now open
Monday to Friday from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Browse popular
fiction, entertainment, and
graphic arts on the fourth floor
of Jerome Library.

✔ Visit the Toledo Museum of Art

Take a trip north to visit the Toledo Museum of Art.
Located in the Old West End neighborhood of Toledo, the TMA
houses 45 galleries with over 40,000 art pieces.

University Village
& University Courts

“
By Falcons

For Falcons

“

The corner of Clough and Mercer
(one block away)

One & Two Bedroom Apartments
• Generous Utility Package
(gas, water, sewer, and trash)
• Flexible Leases
• Furnished Available
• Walk to Campus
• 24 Hour Emergency Maintenace

STREAMING LIVE
MUSIC, SPORTS
& MORE...

@ bgfalconmedia.com
419-352-0164 | www.universityapartments.us

24/7
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Church
Directory
We invite you to worship
with us and look forward to
meeting you soon!

HOLY MASS
SATURDAY

9:30AM & 11AM DOWNTOWN BG
252 S MAIN ST

11:30AM ON CAMPUS
UNION BALLROOM

WWW.H2OCHURCH.COM

S U N DAYS

SUNDAY

@H2OCHURCHBG

5:00 PM
10:00 AM
5:00 PM
9:00 PM

www.sttomsbg.org • 425 Thurstin St., BG, OH • Find us on social media @sttomsbg

In Christ,
We Reach Up.
Reach Out,
Reach In.

SUNDAYS / 9:30 & 11AM
GATHERING ON CAMPUS IN OLSCAMP 101
brooksidechurch.net

sunday worship services
8:00am, 9:30am, and 11am
visit stmarksbg.org
for more information
campus ministry
cassie mugler, cassie@stmarksbg.org

EKEN
THIS WE

D!

315 S. College Dr. (2 blocks from campus) | stmarksbg.org

St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church
In Christ, We Reach Up, Reach Out, Reach In.

Y

ou’ve chosen BGSU for
your academic journey.
St. Mark’s looks forward
to being part of your spiritual
journey.
At St. Mark’s we believe all people
matter to God, and therefore,
ought to matter to the church.
We value faithful discipleship
lived out in worship, prayer,
service, and loving relationships.

Our Campus Ministry meets on
Thursdays from 7:30-8:30 pm in the
Bowen-Thompson Student Union
(2nd Floor).
For more information contact
Campus Ministry Leader, Cassie Mugler,
cassie@stmarksbg.org

P R AY E R
If you need prayer, St. Mark’s can help.
We have a vibrant Stephen Ministry
program, an active Prayer Network,
and multiple pastors on staff.

WORSHIP
St. Mark’s offer three worship services
every weekend.
• Sunday @ 8:00, 9:30, and 11 am
Go to stmarks.org for latest updates

We’re located just 2 blocks south of
campus on South College Drive

PLUS … we welcome new ideas and
ministries that are important to you.

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
315 S. College Drive
Bowling Green, OH 43402
419) 353-9305
Website: www.stmarksbg.org
Email: office@stmarksbg.org

Follow us on Facebook/
Twitter/Instagram @ stmarksbg

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.

You have chosen BGSU
“
for your academic journey.
We look forward to joining you
on your spiritual journey.

”
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HISTORY OF HAZING
Take a glimpse into the troubling history
of hazing and Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity
at Bowling Green State University.
SEPTEMBER 20, 1932

APRIL 3 - APRIL 17, 1980

By 1932, freshmen were commonly hazed
by upperclassmen at BGSU. The Bee Gee
News article calls hazing, “the spirit of
initiation of freshman” and that freshman
should uphold the tradition.

PIKE got evicted from their on-campus house
for involvement with the “Exam Scam.” Police
raids found “illegal contraband,” which led
to the eviction. Many stolen tests were found.
Thirty active PIKE members had their status
changed to alumi after being involved. Fortyfive members remained active.

First mention of hazing in the Bee Gee News

MARCH 27, 1964

The windmill story

Bowling Green’s well-known windmill
sits on Clough St. and has a hidden past
many don’t know. A hazing incident once
occurred at the windmill when an unnamed
fraternity tied a pledge to one of the blades.
The weight of the student caused the blade
to break, but he walked a way uninjured.

DECEMBER, 1979

Pi Kappa Alpha members charged with
abduction
Seven member of Pi Kappa Alpha (PIKE)
were arrested for abduction. BGSU security
officers said the seven men picked up two
females and held the women “against their
will” for two hours at one of the defendant’s
apartments. Felony charges involving the
abduction were dropped and the men were
each fined $500 plus court costs and 30
days in Wood County Jail.

DECEMBER 1979 - JANUARY 23, 1980

Pi Kappa Alpha faces suspension for hazing
In December 1979, an alleged hazing
occurred wIn December 1979, an alleged
hazing occurred when a PIKE pledge passed
out while standing in a pledge lineup and
was hurt when he fell. This incident sparked
confusion amongst the university and
fraternity regarding whether or not PIKE was
suspended. On Jan. 9, 1980, a forum sent from
the Pi Kappa Alpha Memorial Headquarters
stated that the fraternity was suspended.
Fourteen days later the executive director of
the national PIKE organization said the local
charter was never suspended.

JANUARY 30, 1980

OSU PIKE president praises BGSU chapter
The Ohio State University PIKE president
puts in a good word for the BGSU chapter
saying they have improved their actions.

FEBRUARY 27, 1980

BGSU Director of Residence Life sends plea
letter to PIKE Executive Director
On Feb. 27, 1980, the BGSU director of
residence life sent a letter to PIKE’s executive
director. The letter included the troubling
history of the PIKE chapter at the university.
The director of residence life said he spent
three-and-a-half years trying to stop the
inappropriate and illegal behavior from the
fraternity but has made little progress.

PIKE evicted from on-campus house

DECEMBER 3, 1982

College Hazing bill signed into law
Ohio Governor James A. Rhodes signed a
college hazing bill which established criminal
penalties for hazing at Ohio’s public and private
schools and colleges. It states the maximum
penalty of 30 days in jail and a fine of up to
$250. This law also allows the victim to bring
civil action against the defendant for any injury
or damage on those who participated and the
school or college involved.

NOVEMBER 19, 2018

PIKE members post racist photo
PIKE members posted a photo dressed up for
Halloween as Latino gangsters with the caption,
“Your culture IS my costume #CholoGang” Pike
later took to social media with an apology for the
“offensive, arrogant, and insensitive” costumes.

SEPTEMBER 24, 2020

PIKE posts to social media for National
Hazing Prevention week
@BGPikes posted to social media, “We the
brothers of Pi Kappa Alpha DO NOT condone
hazing of any form and we hope you don’t too!”
Currently, all of their social media accounts have
been deleted

MARCH 4 - MARCH 7, 2021

BGSU student, PIKE fraternity pledge,
Stone Foltz passes away
PIKE was placed on interim suspension from
BGSU after being involved with an alleged
hazing incident that took the life of student
Stone Foltz. In total, at least five Pi Kappa
Alpha members across the nation have passed
away due to fraternal activities since 1976.

MARCH 9, 2021

BGSU students protest for the removal
of Pi Kappa Alpha
Students walked in silence from Pi Kappa
Alpha’s Greek house to the front of the McFall
center. Students called for the university to
permanently remove the fraternity due to their
known history of troublemaking on campus.

M AY 1 6 , 2 0 2 2

Trial for Pi Kappa Alpha members
charged in hazing death
Six defendants will stand trial for their role in
Stone Foltz’s hazing and death.

Stone Foltz foundation
gives back to community
Megan Finke | Managing Editor
Giving back is something that stood strong
in Stone Foltz’s values. The iamstonefoltz
FOUNDATION focuses on giving back in
his honor. Shari and Cory Foltz created the
501(c) organization after their son’s passing.
The foundation’s logo is a peace sign, as Stone
loved the peace sign, and they sell merchandise
like shirts, hats, stickers and bracelets.
According to the foundation’s website, “We
never want to forget Stone and our members
and volunteers provide the momentum
that helps us create positive change in our
community in his honor.”
Stone gave back in every way he could,
including becoming an organ donor. After his
passing, his parent’s honored his respects and
donated his organs.
The foundation focuses on maximizing the
effort of giving back through aligning with
organizations that do the same.
“The team is focused on helping people
that would have touched Stone’s heart,” the
website says.
The foundation says Stone would have seen
the need to help people and he would have
stepped up to do so. Overall, it is committed

“We never want to forget
Stone and our members
and volunteers provide the
momentum that helps us
create positive change
in our community in
his honor.”
— iamstonefoltz.com —
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BG INDEPENDENT NEWS

to keep his kindness alive through donating to
charitable organizations and promoting random
acts of kindness to those in need.
The 2021 iamstonefoltz FOUNDATION
winner of customized shoes by Matthew Keyes
was Brendan Miller; he owns one of the two
existing pairs.
On Feb. 15, the Stone Justin Foltz “Peace”
Scholarship was announced via the
iamstonefoltz_foundation Instagram page
for Buckeye Valley High School seniors.
The foundation is offering two scholarships
amounting to $2,222.
The foundation is going to be featured in
Adrian College’s annual Freligh Community
Lecture Series on Feb. 22, where Shari and Cory
Foltz will talk about Stone’s experience with
fraternity hazing through a series titled, “Never
Leave Anyone Behind.”
On Nov. 21, 2021, Stone’s 21st birthday, the
foundation held their first annual Stone Foltz
HOOPS 4A CHANGE event at his alma mater,
Buckeye Valley High School in Delaware, Ohio.
The day was full of basketball fun with
shooting contests, raffles, silent auctions and
Buckeye Boys BBQ. There were two age groups
that played against each other. Adult Hoops
were three on three teams with a registration
fee of $100.
Youth Hoops was a five-on-five game made
up of fifth-to sixth-grade girls and boys. There
was a two-game guarantee, elimination bracket
and a $200 registration fee.
The second annual Stone Foltz HOOPS 4A
CHANGE is planned to be held on Nov. 19 to 20
at the same location.
The foundation has a handful of sponsors,
all coming in at different amounts. Cooper
Elliott Law Firm is a “NEVER LEAVE ANYONE
BEHIND” sponsor at $10,000 plus. Stauffer
Family Dental and Specialized Speech
Technologies are both “PEACE” sponsors
at $1,000 through $2,499. P&D Builders is a
“HOPE” sponsor at $250 through $999.
There are two other sponsor categories that
are not filled, “LOVE” at $5,000 through $9,999
and “KINDNESS” at $2,500 through $4,999.
Visit iamstonefoltz.com for more information
about the foundation.

BG NEWS
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‘TRIO works’

Program helps disadvantaged students overcome obstacles to success
PHOTO BY ANDREW BAILEY

Andrew Bailey | Editor-in-Chief
First-generation and low-income college
students aren’t always people of color, nor are
they stupid.
Misconceptions like this taint the narrative of
historically disadvantaged students.
The obstacles that oftentimes stand in the
way of their success are advantages that can be
taken for granted by more privileged students.
If a student is struggling with adapting to
college life, they may have a parent they can
call for advice.
The total cost of getting a bachelor’s degree
can be hundreds of thousands of dollars, but
some students’ parents can afford that.
Some high school students have access to
college preparatory courses and their learning
style fits the curriculums they learn from.
A student without those advantages may
struggle to pass classes and learn material,
work year-round to pay for tuition or lack the
academic background to do well in 		
higher education.
This is where TRIO Programs come in.
For students like Lauren Siffert, pursuing a
degree was a pipe dream after she graduated
from high school in Elyria, Ohio. She took an AP
biology class in high school and after a handson lab where she made E. coli glow under a
black light, she fell in love with microbiology.
The field of study has possibilities, many of
which require a graduate-level degree to go
beyond an entry-level job, let alone a bachelor’s.
Achieving her goal required years in higher
education, which was made harder by her
family’s low income level and her parents’ lack
of college experience.
“Anything I’ve had, I’ve had to work for. I’m
the one paying to put myself through college,”
Siffert said.
She said her family supports her with
love, but cannot do the same financially. She
has worked for the Office of Residence Life
for three years and now works as a tutor for
nontraditional and military students.
Siffert said she has “never been a great testtaker,” which could turn into a larger issue during
college exams that can make or break grades.
Test scores don’t define intelligence or
success, she said. But after joining TRIO in the

“I’ll be the first one in my family.
Obviously with COVID, I’ve had doubts.
Am I going to finish on time? Am I going to finish at all?
It’ll be really awesome when I get
that (diploma) in hand.”

She works as a server at Beckett’s Burger Bar and
at a nursing home in Monclova Township, Ohio to
afford BGSU’s tuition.
After joining TRIO, Student Support Services
gave her a tutor who guided her to do well and
learn in classes.
She said she’s been “raving” about being an
orthodontist since eighth grade and majored in
biology on a pre-dental track, but her plans “went
through the floor” last semester.
She changed her major to Business Marketing,
and while she doesn’t have a clear idea of where
— Reagan Satterwhite —
she will take the degree after college, she has the
TRIO Member
goal of helping people, a moral that’s been with
her since before she changed her major.
some of the challenges that I was facing as a
second semester of her freshman year, Siffert
“I’m nervous because I don’t know what I want to
student.”
was able to learn better test-taking strategies and
do with my life, but I’m excited because now I can
Through TRIO, she got a job tutoring to help
boost her confidence in the classroom.
live out my 20s, and not worry about continuing
Her story is one shared by many other students pay for college.
“We have the slogan, ‘TRIO works,’ and I think into dental school after undergrad,” she said.
in TRIO’s programs. For college students like
Satterwhite will be 22 years old when she
Siffert, the McNair Scholars Program and Student I’m a testament to that,” Ampiaw said.
gets the diploma in her hand, as opposed to
Ampiaw said TRIO can service students
Support Services have built the foundations for
being in school until her late 20s on the
academic success for students who may not have as early as middle school and into postorthodontics track.
baccalaureate programs. When a student who
had that chance.
Despite setbacks like COVID-19 making
is first generation, — meaning their custodial
TRIO is a federally funded program born
graduation in four years uncertain, Satterwhite said
parents did not complete a bachelor’s degree
from the Higher Education Act of 1965. It has
getting a bachelor’s degree will be “a shock.”
— low income or disabled comes to BGSU’s
a presence in colleges and school districts
“I’ll be the first one in my family. Obviously
campus, TRIO’s Student Support Services shows
throughout the country.
with COVID, I’ve had doubts. Am I going to finish
The BGSU branch began in 1970 with the three what they can offer. These services are available
on time? Am I going to finish at all? It’ll be really
to these students regardless of race, ethnicity,
initial programs that gave TRIO its namesake:
awesome when I get that (diploma) in hand.
sexual orientation or gender identity.
Upward Bound and Educational Talent Search,
For Satterwhite, being the first in her family to
Reagan Satterwhite remembers her orientation
— both focused on pre-college students in the
complete a four-year degree is successful.
three years ago when she visited with her mom.
Toledo Public Schools — and Student Support
Ampiaw said that is what TRIO does: pushes
“I was at SOAR, walked up to the second floor
Services — focused on college students. After
students toward success.
(of the Bowen-Thompson Student Union) and
TRIO’s national creation and subsequent
For Siffert, her success is still being defined.
implementation at BGSU, other programs were
saw a first-generation, low-income student
She said Ampiaw has seen her at some of her
added, such as the Veterans Upward Bound and
sign, and I looked at my mom and was like,
lowest points. While Siffert’s struggles in test-taking
the McNair Scholars Program.
‘that’s me.’”
affected her confidence, she’s able to see her skills
TRIO Director Vicki Ampiaw’s story begins
Like Siffert, Satterwhite’s parents support
through a different lens now
not long after the program changed at BGSU.
her with love, but they don’t have the college
“I might not be a successful test-taker and that’s
Originally from Cleveland, Ohio, she enrolled in
experience to advise her when she faces
why I purposely didn’t take the GRE when I was
1989 and graduated in 1994 from the College of
problems at BGSU, nor the finances to pay
applying because I knew that wasn’t going to reflect
Business. Like the students she now calls family,
her tuition.
who I was as a student and a person. If you look at
she was disadvantaged before even setting foot
She was initially nervous about not finding
my grades, they say who I am, that I’m willing to
on campus.
friends and did not want to go to college after
persevere,” Siffert said.
But TRIO gave her opportunities and security
graduating from high school in Dayton, Ohio.
Before a McNair Scholars Program Event on Feb.
among like-minded individuals.
Her mom pushed her in the opposite direction to
18, Siffert told Ampiaw she had accepted a seat at
“I attribute my success, staying in the course to “find passion and study toward it.”
the University of Pittsburgh for a master’s program
graduate, to TRIO,” Ampiaw said. “It was a space
She had the emotional support from family,
in infectious diseases and microbiology. n
where I felt like people understood or spoke to
but not the academic or financial support.

n 2/19: Men’s BB (82) vs. Ball St. (91) L
n 2/19: Hockey (2) vs. N. Michigan (4) L
n 2/20: Baseball (5) vs. St. Louis (4) W
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n 2/19: Womens Tennis (5) vs. SFU (2) W
n 2/20: Gymnastics (192.650) vs. Kent St. (195.050) L
n 2/21: Womens BB (77) vs. Kent St. (67) W

Hampton sets career high
NICK BRAUN | REPORTER

PHOTO BY HANNAH MCFARLAND

Falcons stifled by Wildcats
MOMO PFAFF | REPORTER

The Bowling Green Men’s Ice
Hockey team played their last home
series on Feb. 18 and 19 against the
Northern Michigan Wildcats. On
Friday, they lost 6-3, and on Saturday
fell 4-2, gathering no points during
this critical playoff push period. The
Falcons are now tied in fourth place
in the CCHA with Lake Superior, and
Northern Michigan only one point
behind. With the inconsistencies of
this season, there’s no telling of what
the Falcons may look like during the
postseason.

Feb. 18

It was “90s Night” in the Slate,
and the Falcons were hoping to grab
more points as they did in the split
series against Michigan Tech. The
team started off the first period strong
with an early goal by BG captain Alex
Barber, which trickled in from a pass
by Quebec native Gabriel Chicoine.
The crowd was roaring and the team
tried to feed off of the Madhouse’s
energy in order to get the momentum
going. The lead would be diminished

with a goal right after a faceoff win by
NMU forward Vincent De May less than
two minutes later. Northern Michigan
would then see a golden opportunity to
take the lead, as Bowling Green would
get two consecutive penalties to let
Northern Michigan have a two-man
advantage. NMU would convert the
opportunity to a power play goal by
their top scorer AJ Vanderbeck. The
score was 2-1 at the end of the first, and
Bowling Green needed to come back
with a fight.
The second period was the Falcons’
opportunity to prove themselves, but
Northern Michigan had tricks up their
sleeve. After an exchange of shots from
both sides, Falcon freshman Ryan
O’Hara would get a penalty for a bench
minor. Although Bowling Green would
kill the penalty, NMU defenseman
Trevor Cosgrove would find a way to
put one past BG netminder Christian
Stoever to extend the lead to 3-1.
However, Bowling Green would answer
as forward Spencer Schneider slapped
one past Wildcats’ goalie Charlie
Glockner. Things were looking up for
the Falcons, but soon after, BG forward

Ethan Scardina would stumble to the
locker room in pain. This seemed to
make the Falcons lose their morale,
which then turned into another
goal by the Wildcats, which came
from forward Hank Crone. Another
one would go in, this time by NMU
sophomore Mikey Colella. The Falcons
seemed to lose their edge after the
Scardina hit, and even scarier events
would come as NMU top scorer AJ
Vanderbeck slipped and hit the back
of his head on the ice. There was no
malicious activity from the Falcons
to cause the fall, but unfortunately,
Vanderbeck had to be stretchered off.
The crowd’s energy disappeared, and
Northern Michigan was up 5-2 at the
end of the second.
The Falcons needed to make a
statement going into the third period
to boost their morale and to try to get
some points in this playoff push. It
did not start off well with the Wildcats
almost getting a 6th one in past
Stoever, but it was waved off due to
goalie interference. n
Read the rest at bgfalconmedia.com

Bowling Green Women’s Basketball
faced off against Kent State Monday
night in the first of their two matchups this season.
Sophomore Nyla Hampton led the
way, scoring a career high 23 points on
8-11 shooting from the field, and 7-10
from the line in the Falcons’ 77-67 win.
Both teams are in the hunt to
stay in the MAC tournament with
only four games left in the season.
After this game both teams are 8-8
in conference play and are only two
games back from third seeded Akron.
The Falcons played with their
full court press defense and did a
good job with on ball pressure at the
perimeter. Both teams had a slow
offensive start from the field and the
majority of touches came from the
low post.
Kent State’s Nila Blackford started
the game with the first six of Kent
State’s points and her rebounding
allowed for second chance points for
the Golden Flashes.
The first quarter ended with Kent
State up 18-17.
The second quarter showcased the
defensive talent of the Lady Falcons
as they sent double teams on the
perimeter and were able to rack up
a total of eight steals by the end of

the game, led by Amy Velasco and
Hampton at both three apiece.
Both teams hurt themselves with
turnovers, BGSU having 15 and Kent
having 16.
At the half, things were close with
Kent State up 35-33. The second half
started off strong offensively with
both teams starting to hit their threes.
In the third quarter, senior
Madisen Parker moved into third
all-time for made three pointers for
Bowling Green Women’s Basketball.
The splash sisters of Parker and
Morgan Sharpes combined for 17
points on 3-6 from downtown.
BG took the lead by the end of the
third, leading 57-54.
In the fourth, Bowling Green was
able to pull away despite Kent’s
Bridget Dunn’s 21 points and five
rebounds off the bench.
Nyla Hampton sealed the game
down the stretch with seven points in
the last three minutes, including four
made free throws.
Bowling Green finished the game
shooting 51.8% from the field and
42.6% from three.
They face off next against Akron
Wednesday night at 7 p.m. to move
a game closer to third place in the
MAC. Kent State also comes to the
Stroh March 2 seeking revenge and a
potential playoff spot. n

Jeremy Spezia

BGSU athlete of the week
JAYDON ROMERO | REPORTER

When the lights were the brightest
and when the Falcons needed him
most, Jermey Spezia stepped up
to the mound and delivered in
clutch. In game one of the 2022
campaign against the Saint Louis
Billikens, Spezia would throw four
innings of relief for the Falcons. In
those four innings he would throw
four strikeouts and only allow one
earned run and earn the win in
the Falcons season opener. Spezia
would then follow up in game
three of the series but this time
the pressure was on. Bases loaded,
two outs, The Falcons are up by
one and coach Hallock would
call on Spezia to get the job done.
Jermey Spezia would come into
the game when the pressure was

PHOTO COURTESY OF BGSU ATHLETICS

at its highest, and delivered in clutch
as he recorded his first save and the
last out of the game, propelling the
Falcons to their second victory.
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SICSIC unmasked
Andrew Bailey | Editor-in-Chief
On Feb. 19, the Deadpool and Shrek
members of BGSU’s student group SICSIC
were revealed as Noah Silver and Mika
Fitzpatrick, the second Black woman in the
organization’s history.
The unmasking happened on ice at BGSU
hockey’s last home game, where they lost the
weekend doubleheader against Northern
Michigan.
Fitzpatrick, an ethnic studies major from
Dayton, Ohio, and Silver, adolescent/young
adult mathematics education major from
Youngstown, Ohio, thanked each other, the
BGSU community and their friends and
family for their support.
As the second Black woman in SICSIC’s
history, Fitzpatrick hopes her time in the
organization and at the hockey game can
encourage people of any identity to apply.
“It doesn’t matter who you are. It’s for spirit.
Do what you love, give back to the university,”
Fitzpatrick said.
Both Fitzpatrick and Silver have spent
the past three years dressing up as Shrek
and Deadpool. After the masks came off,

emotions were high for the two.
“That moment on the ice was surreal,”
Silver said. “You are sitting there with the
people who supported you, with the people
who are excited to see you, for you, for that
first time … there’s no words to describe it.”
Silver said his most memorable experience
in SICSIC was at a homecoming game his
freshman year, where the atmosphere was
“electrifying.”
Fitzpatrick emphasized the secrecy of the
75-year-old organization and how much it
meant to her.
“It means the absolute world (to me). Just
being able to keep a secret and give back to
the BGSU community, no one knowing your
identity, is so special,” Fitzpatrick said.
Last year, Stefanie DelRosso was revealed
as the unicorn and Riley Timbrook was
revealed as Kylo Ren.
In 2023, Master Chief and Iron Man will be
unmasked.
The current round of SICSIC applications
ends on Feb. 25. For more information, visit
BGSU’s SICSIC webpage. n

“It means the absolute
world (to me). Just being
able to keep a secret
and give back to the
BGSU community, no one
knowing your identity,
is so special.”
— Mika Fitzpatrick —
SICSIC member
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Kaden White balances his life as a student-athlete

K

OLIVIA FRASER | REPORTER

aden White, a human development
and family studies major with a
minor in psychology, spends a good
portion of his time balancing class
schedules, homework and studying.
Add in cheer practice, workouts and
sporting events, which doesn’t even begin to
describe the roles he takes on as a second-year
student. He also has two jobs on campus: a
desk clerk for Residence Life and a campus
service officer for BGSU Police.
White’s beaming smile can be seen even
behind his Falcons’ mask, and his teammates
say his contagious laugh can brighten anyone’s
day. He wears his bright orange practice
uniform as he balances the responsibilities of
being a student-athlete at a Division I school.
“How I stay sane is scheduling things where
I can, but also taking time to myself and
remembering that I am still a human. I need
sleep and I need time to socialize. It is hard but
you have to have a strict schedule,” White said.
Earlier this year, the BGSU Cheerleading
team traveled to Orlando, Florida for the UCA
Cheerleading National Championship and
placed third in both divisions. White is a base
on the small co-ed team and appreciates the
program’s culture. According to a 2022 BGSU
news article, the cheerleading team placed in

PHOTO BY OLIVIA FRASER

“

That is my biggest goal, to
grow as a person and help
the person who happens to
be standing next to me.

“

— Kaden White —
Second-year student

the top 10 in the nation for the past 12 years.
Mikayla Russ, BGSU Cheerleading assistant
coach, described the team’s culture as a family
atmosphere deeply rooted in tradition. The
nationally ranked program also creates an
uplifting environment through accountability,
open communication and honesty.
“We’ve seen Kaden really jump into the
family atmosphere. He’s coming in early to
help his teammates out with spotting skills.
When he comes in early to spot skills, he is not
worried about himself, he’s focused on being
there for his teammates,” Russ said.
Grace Engle, a second-year on BGSU’s
Cheerleading team, said White is a dedicated
member of the program. Despite being busy,
she said he puts the team first and is one of the
hardest workers at practice.
“On bad days he’s always that person to
come up to you and ask how you are doing.
That can take you from a bad mood to a good
mood,” Engle said.
Similar to any first-year student at a new
university, White said he struggled to find
people he could relate to. This academic
year he found a community within the BGSU
Cheerleading team and met more people of
color around campus who understood him on
a cultural level.
For White, time management skills come
naturally. He explained that, although cheer

is busy, he is busy all the time with his other
commitments. However, he is thankful for
the community he is a part of and being
surrounded by teammates who understand
balancing cheer, school, work and social life.
“Kaden is definitely one of the more
outspoken, positive voices in the program.
He has been here for three months, and
people love him. He is so positive, supportive
of others and he is vocal about it. I think he
is still growing into the culture because of
his newness, but he is definitely affecting his
teammates in that verbal leadership position
by having a positive outlook,” Russ said.
BGSU Cheerleading has an open
communication policy for all studentathletes. Coaches schedule one-on-one
meetings to support athletes who may
struggle with time management. Additionally,
the staff links athletes to resources offered
on-campus including mental health and
tutoring.
“I think that for students at a university
it is hard for a lot of us, if not all of us, to
recognize that you are not alone and there is
always someone who can relate to you and
what you’re going through. I think that helps
us grow as people and as a community. That
is my biggest goal, to grow as a person and
help the person who happens to be standing
next to me,” White said. n

