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An Overview of the Evolution of Bowling Green State University
Athletics Programs: 1941-2015

This report was prepared at the request of Christopher C. Hughes, BGSU Senior Associate
Athletic Director. The purpose was to fill two voids in the story of the evolution of BGSU
men’s and women’s athletics programs.

First, the history of the long and close relationship between the health & physical education
departments and athletics had never before been recorded. That relationship is chronicled
in the first section of this report.

Another void existed in the understanding of the history of BGSU women’s athletics. Ann
Bowers, Addie Hostetler Muti, and Janet Parks conducted extensive research about the
women'’s programs and published their findings in Forward Falcons (2010, Lulu.com
Publishing). The second and third sections of this report contain information from Forward
Falcons and other sources about varsity letters, “club” teams, the four BGSU women’s
heritage sports, and eight of the nine contemporary sports offered at BGSU.

Information in this report will be useful to personnel in the Athletics Department,
Marketing and Communication, University Advancement, Alumni Affairs, Student Affairs,
Admissions, and many other University entities.
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from moment by moment stresses on tired muscles or the
constant demands to concentrate in repetitive practices. It
comes, instead, from the realization that through such con-
ditioning the athlete has developed into something more. I
think you know it is a satisfying feeling.

Another value is that sports allow for personal expression.
In our 20th century--soon to be 2lst--sophisticated culture
we tend to inhibit many forms of expression and, in general,
maintain social norms which cripple emotion. People in many
other cultures dance to express their joys, their sorrows,
their excitements and their identifications with the universe
of life. Last summer I saw Masai ceremonies in East Africa that
were dance and athletics simultaneously. Americans seldom dance,
and it may be that athletics is our cultural substitute. There
is no doubt that sports provides a means of expressive movement,
and I know there is a genuine appreciation among all of us for
the graceful execution of moves and countermoves in athletic
play. We like good form, and when we see it in others or feel
it within ourselves a satisfaction is achieved like no other
one I know.

In the musical "My Fair Lady" Henry Higgins poses the
question "Why can't a woman be more like a man?" Unfortunately,
many people who are trapped by their own stereotypes think that
the quest for equality in sports is based on Henry Higgins'
premise. They are poised and ready to react to what they think
are demands to abdicate their feminity or their masculinity.
That gentle lob into their court which eventually lets them
realize that they are also needed in the game is a disarming
strategy which I think will produce the ultimate victory.

These, then, are the reasons why I believe it is time for
the soft second serve. Why? Because we need to keep the ball
in play. We can't run the risk of a double fault. The sports
world is not a masculine world and those who thought so did,
indeed, need a first serve smash to let them know that this set
is for real. But the winners on both sides of the net will be
those who recognize that the objective of the game is human
development. Such development does not come through attempts
to confine men and women to some equalizing sameness, but comes
instead from the efforts we all make to see that each person,
male or female, recognizes the cultural and personal benefits
of sports and willingly serves those benefits through personal
participation. Okay...serve! )
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